In the current study, 96 married chronic pain patients were recruited from the community to test hypotheses about the roles of catastrophizing and psychological distress in relation to perceived support from close others. It was expected that pain duration would moderate the relationship between catastrophizing and perceived support and between catastrophizing and psychological distress. In addition, distress was hypothesized to mediate the relationship between the pain duration-catastrophizing interaction and support. Hierarchical regression analyses showed that pain duration interacted with catastrophizing such that at shorter pain durations, pain catastrophizing was related to more perceived solicitous spouse responses; however no such relationship existed for patients with longer pain durations. In contrast, catastrophizing was significantly related to less perceived spousal support (i.e. support not specific to pain) in patients with longer durations of pain whereas no significant relationship existed for patients with shorter pain durations. Pain duration did not interact with catastrophizing in relating to psychological distress, which precluded the examination of distress as a mediator between the pain duration-catastrophizing interaction and support. Moreover, psychological distress did not significantly mediate the relationships between pain catastrophizing and perceived support. These findings are discussed in the context of cognitive-behavioral and interpersonal perspectives of pain. q
Introduction
Recent conceptualizations of pain catastrophizing (i.e. a negative and exaggerated focus on pain) have focused on the interpersonal (Sullivan et al., 2000 (Sullivan et al., , 2001a nature of this construct. According to the communal coping perspective, individuals with chronic pain (ICPs) may communicate distress and garner support from close others by verbalizing catastrophic thoughts or engaging in pain or catastrophizing behaviors (Sullivan et al., 2000 (Sullivan et al., , 2001a Thorn et al., 2003) . Research supports a relationship between catastrophizing as assessed by the Pain Catastrophizing Scale (Sullivan et al., 1995) and solicitous responses from others (Giardino et al., 2003) . Further study of the catastrophizing-support association may provide additional insights into the consistent relationship between others' responses and ICPs' negative outcomes (e.g. psychological distress, disability; Cano et al., 2000 Cano et al., , 2004 Flor et al., 1987; Kerns et al., 1990; Romano et al., 1995; Turk et al., 1992) .
In the current study of married ICPs, pain duration is identified as a variable with important implications for the study of catastrophizing and support. At shorter pain durations, spouses may reinforce the catastrophizing by providing emotional and pain-specific support because they believe that ICPs are making reasonable requests for help. However, spouses may withdraw from or react negatively to catastrophizing after helping attempts are unsuccessful and frustrating. Therefore, pain catastrophizing is expected to be related positively to perceived support in the early stages of the pain problem but negatively to support at longer pain durations. Several support variables are assessed to determine the extent of the catastrophizing effect.
In contrast to the interpersonal view, catastrophizing has also been conceptualized as a cognitive strategy that prevents ICPs from disengaging their attention from pain stimuli (Crombez et al., 1998; Eccleston and Crombez, 1999; Van Damme et al., 2004 
